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Dear-iiI::.j~~~-~

This is in referenceto yourapplicationfor correctionof your navalrecordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of theUnited StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof theBoard for Correctionof NavalRecords,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 16 September1999. Your allegationsof error and
injusticewerereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsandprocedures
applicableto theproceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard
consistedof yourapplication, togetherwith all materialsubmittedin support thereof,your
naval recordand applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful and conscientiousconsiderationof theentire record, theBoard foundthat the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishthe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

The Boardfound that you enlistedin theNavy on 19 June1997. It appearsthat your
enlistmentwas fraudulent, in that you concealeda long history of lower backpain. You
sought medicalcarefor lower backpain within the first few weeksof service. You were
dischargedon 31 July 1998 becauseof chronicbackpain, without entitlementto disability
benefitsadministeredby the Departmentof theNavy. Thereis no indication in theavailable
recordsthat you sufferedany significantinjury to yourbackduring yourperiodof service,
or that yourchronicbackpain increasedin severitybeyondnormal progressionduring your
enlistment.

In the absenceof evidencewhich demonstratesthat yourback condition wasaggravatedby
your servicein the Navy, the Boardwasunableto recommendany correctiveaction in your
case. Accordingly, yourapplicationhasbeendenied. The namesandvotesof the members
of thepanelwill be furnishedupon request.

It is regrettedthat thecircumstancesof yourcasearesuch that favorableactioncannotbe



taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby theBoard. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record,the
burden is on the applicantto demonstratetheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


